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“I'm exactly where God wants me to be!”

auline had recently lost her
P home and was living with
her daughter while she tried to
find work. “I was really confused,
because I never had to struggle
with getting a job,” she says. “I
suffered from depression in
the past and I was falling back
into that.”

After an argument with her son-
in-law, Pauline decided to move out.
“I put everything in a storage unit
except some clothes and while I was
doing that, something said, ‘Go by
the Mission,” she says. “They had
a bed available, and I've been here

since.”
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Pauline felt led by God to enter
Faith Mission’s Training Faithful
Women Program in answer to
her prayer two years earlier. “I
had prayed, ‘God, I want a closer
relationship with You. I want to
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know You for You,’” she says. “I

just knew Bible stories. I knew what

other people said. I knew how He
worked in my life, but I felt like
I didn’t have a relationship
with Him, and that’s what I
wanted.”

The program has not only
helped Pauline grow in her
relationship with God, but she’s
also been healing from wounds of
the past. “The program has really
opened my insight to the issues
in my life...why I responded the
ways I did to certain things that
happened, and how God was
preparing me and leading me
and guiding me in those things,”
she says. “The impact is dealing
with past issues and breaking them,
so they won’t be hindrances in my

future.”

Pauline 1s committed to helping
other women at the Mission heal,
just as she has. “Whoever walks
through the door, I just do my best
to love on them. I ask them, ‘Is
there anything you need? If there’s
anything you need, I want to make
that happen. I just want you to get
free...get to the next level,” she says.

Pauline is grateful for the way
Faith Mission has helped transform
her life. “I just feel so much
different now,” she says. “This is

exactly where God wants me to be.”



A Message from
Ross Swihart

Thank you for
opening the door
to a better life!

The inventor Alexander
Graham Bell once said,
“When one door closes
another door opens; but we
so often look so long and so
regretfully upon the closed
door, that we do not see the
ones which open for us.”

He could have been talking
about so many of the people
who come to the Mission!

Life has been so hard for
so long that it’s often nearly
impossible for them to believe
there 1s another way to live,
“another door” to a better
life.

Jesus opened that door
when he died on the cross
and was resurrected. Just as
He came to life again, so do
the men and women whose
hearts and lives are changed
here at the Mission.

What better Easter
celebration could there be
than the rebirth and renewal
of those who thought all
doors were closed to them!

Thank you for being part

of this joyous transfor%ation.

Ross Swihart
Executive Director

Everyone’s invited!

Easter Dinner & Celebration

D o you know an individual or
a family who’s having trouble
making ends meet?

Op, are you one
of those special
people who celebrate
Easter by giving back
to the community?

In either case,
everyone 1s invited to join us Sunday;,

April 20 for a very special Easter
dinner and celebration.

This year’s Easter Dinner will be
held at Faith Mission, 801 Benham
Ave., from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Volunteers are also needed to
prepare food, serve, distribute goodie
bags and help with clean up. If you
can help out, please call Vera Swihart
at (574) 293-3406, ext. 103.

If you can't join us, can you help

with Easter Dinner?

T o ensure we will have a bountiful Easter feast, please consider donating some

of the following items:

Ham

Bagged Potatoes

Cavved Green Beans

Divmer Rolls

Fruit

Soft Drivks

Howemade Dessevts
(Cookies, Brownes,
Cobbler ov Cake)

Snack.s

Bagged Chips

Cheese Crackers
Assovted Candy
Shaving Cream
R.azors
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Deodovant

Shampoo/ Conditioner

Please drop off donations at the Mission, 801 Benham Ave., Elkhart.
For more information, call Kerry at (574) 293-3406, ext. 112 or e-mail kerry@
thefaithmission.org. Thank you for your generous support of our ministry!

Help them find their way home.

M eals. Shelter. Clothing. These are
all the physical things homeless
men, women and children need to
survive.

But what about faith? Love.
Encouragement. HOPE!

The Mission is where hunger and
homelessness end and HOPE begins.
It’s where the power of God’s love —
fueled by your prayers and support —
truly makes a difference in the lives of
neighbors who can no longer survive
on their own.

Your gift this Easter will
transform lives!

Providing meals, r
shelter and care B
helps people begin
to rebuild their lives.
Those who enter
our programs make
even greater strides
as their hope is renewed and God’s
love becomes real for them.

Please send a gift today to provide
the help homeless men, women and
children need to find their way home.
You can also make a gift safely and
securely online on our website at
www.theFaithMission.org.

"



Transformed
“from the inside out”

rack cocaine is highly addictive.

So when Arianna began using
again after being clean for several
years, she was scared.

“I have a very strong relationship
with God,” she says. “So it’s not
like I didn’t know better, but I
surrendered to
the other side.”
It all happened
in a matter of
months, and
when Arianna
“played the tape
all the way out”
and looked at her
future, there was
only one thing
she could see:
“The end result
was me winding
up homeless
and spiritually
bankrupt.”

Though Arianna felt alienated
from God, she began to pray, asking
for His direction. “He placed a desire
in my heart to go to a shelter,” she
says. “I literally needed a sabbatical, a
time out to be renewed and restored.”

When a friend of Arianna’s
recommended Faith Mission, she
again asked for God’s guidance.
“God showed me in His Word
that he wanted me to go to Faith
Mission,” she says. “When I walked
into the place, it’s like I exhaled
because I knew the burden had been
removed.”

A month later; Arianna began the
Mission’s 18-month Training Faithful

Women Program, which includes daily
chapel and four Bibles studies a week.
“The structured program they offer is
to align you back into some sense of
normalcy,” she says. “If you embrace
the program, it gives you freedom.
It’s not tying you down.”

Since
joining the
program,
Arianna has
experienced
dramatic
change. “I'm
coming to
realize how
distorted some
of my mindsets
were...I
needed a total
transformation
from the inside
out,” she
says. “God
has given me an opportunity
to renew and restore my
relationship with Him, to go back
to my first love and to recreate the
mtimacy we had.”

Today, Arianna works at the
Mission’s front desk and has gone
back to school to study criminal
justice, but she hopes to work in
ministry, as well. “He’s called me to do
some very powerful things for addicts,
as well as for those just damaged
emotionally. My dream is to continue
to work for Faith Mission even after I
graduate from the program,” she says.
“That’s my prayer daily: ‘Lord, find
me a place here at this place that
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You used to rebuild my life.

A special Gobbler
Thank You to this
year's Turkey
Stampede sponsors:

Presented by:

Topping Dental Group,
Dr. Brian Topping, DDS

Sponsors:

Radiology Inc.

Inova Credit Union

Nibco

Welch Packaging

Borden

Himco

Brewer Direct

Champion Manufacturing

Lyle Fisel Finacial Services

Chase

Tuscany Toms Popcorn

First State Bank

Exchange Club

Insight Accounting Group

OSMC

DJ Construction

Cock a Doodle Resturant

Mandrisa Security &
Hardware

Swihart Outdoor Services

Searer Communicatins

Old National Bank

Key Bank

Edward Jones, Dan Craig

Hartman Electric

Lefever Plumbing & Heating

Elkhart Bedding

Laverne’s Repair

Elkhart Truth

Fox 28

Pulse FM

Emily Swihart Photography

Hawkins Water

Thank you!

his month, your gift will
help provide:

16,667 meals
9,000 nights of shelter

Our guests may not see your
face, but your presence is felt
each and every day!



The legacy you
leave

W e all leave a legacy of

one kind or another — a
memorial or reminder of what
was important in our lives.

Your compassion for men,
women and children who are
hungry, homeless or in need is a
legacy that can live on through a
gift in your will to Faith Mission.

To learn more about how you
can make this enduring statement
in a will or bequest, or during
your lifetime through gifts of
annuities or property, please call
Mike Perez at
(574) 293-3406, ext. 105 for
more information. Or visit
theFaithMission.org, click
on “How to Help,” then on
“Planned Giving.” There is no
obligation.

Like us.
Visit us online.

www.facebook.com/#!/
pages/Faith-Mission-of-
Elkhart/223668124322698

www.theFaithMission.org

5th Annual Turkey Stampede
Gobbles up the Miles

A record-breaking 2,431 runners

and walkers got up extra early
Thanksgiving Day to make Faith
Mission’s 5th Annual Turkey Stampede
the best ever! This year’s long course
(10K) ran from North Side Gym to
McNaughton Park and back. A special
thank you to all those who ran and
walked and to the volunteers without
whom this event would not be possible.
All proceeds benefit Michiana’s

neediest men, women and children.

Spring Cleaning? Call the Mission!

f you’re cleaning out closets or the
garage, The Faith Mission Thrift
Store on South Main is a great place to
send your gently used clothing, shoes,
housewares, appliances, furniture and
even that car, boat or RV that’s taking

up space in the garage!

Whether you donate or shop, your
support helps the Mission feed, shelter
and care for people in need in our
community.

All donations are tax-deductible
and can be dropped off during
business hours, Tuesday through
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Saturday

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at 1017 S. Main
Street, Elkhart, IN 46516. Call

(574) 522-0477 to schedule a pickup
of a vehicle or larger donations.




